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Shabbos House - Rohr Chabad Jewish Student Center - serving the Jewish Community at UAlbany (SUNY) since 1976. 

MARCH MADNESS 
  

 No, we donôt have a basketball bracket, but what a racket we have here this March 2017! It came in like 
a lion with ñShabbat 360ò at the Nanotech-ZEN Atrium (we went through hoops to make that happen). Over 
Spring Break (a time-out?) we prepared this long-overdue ñWhatôs Cooking?ò newsletter. We canôt believe itôs 
been a year, we usually try to do two of these updates each year, but the ball got out of our hands. At the end of 
the month weôre hosting the regional Chabad on Campus Shabbaton. Then comes our daughter Mushkyôs 
wedding on April 2nd in Brooklyn a week before Passover (looking forward to celebrating with students, alumni 
parents and friends!). And yes, weôre hosting the Seders and Passover holiday meals.  
  
 And itôs not just March! We have been in overtime all year long, but weôre not taking all the shots 
ourselves. Weôve got a great team of engaged and invested students, a record of assists, with a tremendous fan 
base of cheering alumni, parents and friends whose dynamic support keeps the spirited momentum going.  
 
 Maintaining a vibrant Jewish campus community is no slam-dunk. There arenôt many three-pointer 
swish shots. It takes a lot of dribbling and rebounds, showing up to every program and event, making the most 
of every opportunity and interaction. Every position and every player matters, no one can sit this one out. We 
treat every long shot like it could be a buzzer shot. There is a method (and a budget!) to this madness. Given the 
current opposition we face, we need all the defense and offense we can get, no resting on past laurels and 
achievements. Like basketball, this challenge is undertaken by all involved, both students and supporters, with 
eagerness and joy, passion and love, dedication and commitment. We all feel that the ball is in our court!  
 
 To be honest, weôre not basketball mavens ourselves, but you should be able to get the parable or most 
of it. But Shabbos House is much more than just a game, even a big game. Itôs really about peopleôs lives.  
 
 Shabbos House is here for students in wide variety of meaningful ways during their years of formative 
growth at college, and we remain connected with alumni and their families, even long after their graduation. It 

goes way beyond delicious Shabbos meals and 
interesting Torah classes, to personal struggles and life 
challenges. We provide and facilitate key essential 
experiences, opportunities and support: intellectual 
and emotional, spiritual and physical, often with long-
term life-long impact.  
 
 Thanks for helping us march forward with 
your continued partnership in this vital endeavor. 
Best wishes for a Happy Passover to you & yours. 
      

THANK YOU! Rabbi Mendel & Raizy Rubin & family  



PARENTS here for homecoming, 
graduation, alternate parents wknd, 
award ceremonies, or any occasionð
itôs a pleasure celebrating with you! 

THANK YOU CHARIDY CAMPAIGN DONORS!  
For the second year, the online 24-hour all-or-nothing matching 
crowdfunding campaign was a huge success. It raised $92,101 (!!) 
from 272 online donors & 16 matching donors on Dec 6-7 2016. 
This yearôs theme was ñTime foré #moreSHmemories!ò See that 
hashtag for photo memory collections posted that day. Thanks to 
the breadth and generosity of support, we are able to keep making 
memories for current and future generations of students. Special 
thanks to our matching donors who made this campaign possible: 
PARENTS: Gigi & Gabi Aharoni, Bruce & June Kamins, Marty & 
Susan Bodner, Dan Jacobowitz, Bruce & Debbie Prince 
ALUMNI:   1980ôs NJ Alumni, Sam Jacobowitz, Abe & Ariella 
Sedgh, Brad & Maital Legum, Shmuel & Sara, Arie Lipnick, Arie 
& Chana Paller, and in memory of Leah Dina bat Yishaya 
FACULTY & FRIENDS: Carl Bloomberg, Dr. Arthur & Nanette 
Brenner, Norman & Micki Massry 
 

HUGE NEWS! After starting the new Shabbos House Building Fund in 2003, construction in 2008, completion in 2009, the end of 
2016 closed the outstanding building loan of $429,000ðthanks to the generosity of all the contributors over the years. Special thanks 
to the outstanding generosity, investment & guidance of the Massry family. Stay tuned for more on this exciting developmenté  

SHABBAT-360 
now in its second 
year, held at the 
Nano-ZEN atrium, 
co-sponsored by all 
Jewish campus 
groups in unity 

SERVING WARMTH THE PICKLE TABLE 
WEEKLY 
TALMUD CLASS 

LATKE EATING CONTEST 

SHABBAT 360 ROOM SETUP 



INVEST IN ISRAEL: Thanks to the encouragement and 
support of Mr. Jack Rosenblum, this new initiative seeks to 
increase awareness, education and connection to Israel 
among college youth at UAlbany and area campuses. The 
first event for community & students was ñ40 Years since 
Entebbeò with major support from the Jewish Federation. 

Several subsequent Israel-themed classes, 
movie-nights, speakers and programs were 
held throughout the year. Some I.I.I. events 
are in partnership with UAlbanyôs Great 
Danes for Israel and national organizations.  

THIS YEARôS LCHAIM SHIRTS 
AT THE CAMPUS BLOCK PARTY 
ñOPPORTUNITIES AT UALBANY 
GOTTA CATCH ôEM ALLð 
SHABBOS HOUSE LCHAIM  
THE ULTIMATE JEWISH 
POKESTOPéò  

SWIRLING 
POKESTOP 

STUDENTS WITH ENTEBBE COMMANDO                                                     AT A FORTY YEAR COMMUNAL COMMEMORATION EVENT  



SHOFAR 
FACTORY 

HAVING A BLAST 
AT UALBANY 

MIDNIGHT SELICHOT DANCING 

PRE-SELICHOT JAMMINô NIGHT 

YOM-KIPPUR 
PRE-FAST 

SUKKAH BUILDING  

MINYAN BRUNCH WITH GIANT HOSHANOT 

THE NEW SUKKAH-BIKE 
PURCHASED WITH LCHAIM 
UALBANY UNITE FUNDS 

TASTE OF THE HOLIDAY 

THIS IS HOW WE ROLLé 
                        RUGELACH 



LARGEST EVER ñGIRLS-NITE-INò EVENT: PRE-ROSH-HASHANAH ñPAINT Nô SIPò 

GIRLS-NITE-IN ARM-KNITTING FOR COLD ALBANY WINTERS 

GOING PINK FOR SHARSHERET 

RAIZYôS 40TH 
BIRTHDAY SURPRISE 

MENDELôS BIRTHDAY FARBRENGEN 

ONE OF MANY WEEKLY 
MINYAN BRUNCH TEFILLIN PHOTOS 

HAVDALAH AT THE FOUNTAIN 

JEWELRY MAKING 


