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OPENING THE DOOR FORé 
  
 This time of year, most Jews would end this sentence with Elijah. At Shabbos House we open the door 
to college students, not only on Passover but year óround. We think of each student as Elijah. Like the prophet 
in our Passover doorways, individually and collectively, they represent the Jewish future. Their mere presence at 
the door is a positive harbinger and great sign of hope for our people. But these students donôt hesitate or linger 
at the threshold. They come right in and feel perfectly at home. Weôre not just talking about the front door of 
the house. Figuratively, doors can be new ideas, experiences and opportunities. Each mitzvah, event or activity, 
conversation, relationship or celebration is yet another door.  
 

 Thank you for helping keep these doors open! The online crowdfunding campaign on December 1st was 
an incredible outpouring of support, meeting our initial goal in 90 minutes and nearly doubling it in 24 hours. 
It is this type of generous ongoing grassroots support that keeps Shabbos House doors wide open all year.  
 

 Some of the most important doors are the ones students open up to each other, fostering relationships 
and building community. Our last ñWhatôs Cookingò update newsletter was back in the summer when we 
announced ñJoin the Crowd - Itôs Hakhel Yearò. What an amazing Hakhel (biblical year of gathering) it has 
been! Indeed, Hakhel opened new doors: ñShabbat 360ò, co-sponsored with other Jewish campus organizations, 
Mega-Havdalah on the podium, ñHakhel Halftimesò for the Superbowl, a sizeable group at the Chabad on 
Campus NYC Shabbaton, Tefillin-43, and a huge welcome firepit - were all memorable firsts for Shabbos 
House. Weôve also increased emphasis throughout our programming on ñShalom Projectò type events that 
facilitate positive and meaningful social interactions and personal growth.  
 

 New doors and ideas keep opening up. On the Mets playoff weekend we reconfigured the table design 
for a ñInfield-Outfield Shabbatò. This yearôs giveaway was a Starbucks spoof logo on a mug: ñBrewing Warmth 
at UAlbany since 1976ò and we did a ñCup of Warmthò later in the year, too.  
  

 We donôt close the door on graduating students either. Welcoming back alumni guests, connecting via 
social-media, emails and calls, and traveling to alumni Simchas and reunions, makes it feel like a revolving door! 

 

 Our website is another door you can pop in to  
browse ñUpcoming Eventsò, read ñMendelôs Messagesò  
or see this newsletter in color online. Keep tabs on us like 
the laptop decal (see back page) says, via FB/Twitter/
Instagram. Call or email us any time!   

 Best wishes for a Happy Passover to you & yours. 

      

THANK YOU! Rabbi Mendel & Raizy Rubin & family,  

and the many students who come through our doors each year. 

Shabbos House - Rohr Chabad Jewish Student Center - serving the Jewish Community at UAlbany (SUNY) since 1976.  



Our first-ever 24-Hour Online Crowd-funding Campaign  
Exceeded All Expectations! 

#GivingTuesday December 1st, 2015 via the all-or-nothing Charidy Platform 
 

¶ 20 Matching Donors: Parents, Alumni, Faculty & Friends 
¶ 288 Generous Online Contributors 
¶ Original Goal met in only 90 Minutes 

¶ Bonus Round reached $75,528 or 189% of Original Goal 
 

This outpouring of generous support and excitement is so deeply  
heartwarming, uplifting and encouraging - and so very helpful!  

 
$40,000 of the funds raised that day were used to further pay down  

the loan for the new, bigger and better Shabbos House  
(the only Shabbos House today's students have ever known)  
bringing the building loan down to just $60K remaining!  

 
$35,528 helped us finish the exciting Fall semester in the black, and provided  

funding for January and February events of the Spring 2016 semester.  
It costs about $15,000 per month to operate Shabbos House.  

 
It is fitting that this page faces the Alumni page > 

in appreciation for their continued friendship and support  
enabling Shabbos House to continue to be there for future generations at UAlbany.  

 

Special Thanks to our Matchers: 
 

PARENTS:  
Gigi & Gabi Aharoni, Marty & Susan Bodner, 
Libby Hikind, Dan Jacobowitz, Michael & Debi 
Rudensky, Dr. Alan Toporovsky, and in memory 

of Moshe Hikind. 
 

ALUMNI:    
Alumnus of 1985, Sam Jacobowitz, Abe & Ariella 

Sedgh, and Shmuel & Sara. 
 

FACULTY & FRIENDS:  
Carl Bloomberg, Dr. Arthur & Nanette Brenner, 

Dr. Seth & Michelle Chaiken, Ilene & Jerry Sykes. 
 

BONUS ROUND MATCHERS:  
Norman & Micki Massry, Mitch & Beth Garbow, 
Mike & Sarah Kashani, Sam Jacobowitz, Morris 

Losice, Arie & Chana Paller.   



LONG ISLAND SUMMER REUNION at alumni home in West Hempstead  

MID - WINTER ALUMNI GET - TOGETHER in East Meadow, Long Island  

MENDELôS MONDAYS at Lower East Side Chabad, NYC 

NYC SUMMER ALUMNI REUNION at Adereth - El Synagogue  

Shabbat at  

 alumni home  

in Plainview  

celebrating alumni  
twin sonôs Bar- Mitzvahs  

and an alumni baby  

Shalom - Zachor, in one  

town, on one weekend!  

Moshe & Gilaôs Toronto wedding, 

they now live in Israel  

Rubin Girls at Lauren  

& Yigalôs Wedding 

Alumni at Lauren  

& Yigalôs Wedding 

At the Bris of Danyel  

& Taniôs son 

At the Bris of Ben & Stephanieôs son 



FIRE UP THE SEMESTER: WELCOME BACK FIREPIT  

MEGA MUSICAL HAVDALAH ON PODIUM  

SINGING AT THE FOUNTAIN  

SUKKAH  

BUILDING  

HOLIDAY FOOD PREP  

A SET & READY, BEAUTIFUL SUKKAH  



LIGHTING THE MENORAH  

OF LIGHT - MESSAGES  

AEPI BROTHERS WARMING UP WITH LATKES  

MIDNIGHT SELICHOT JAM  

TU 

BISHVAT  

MUSICAL  

FRUIT  
JAM  

GIRLS 

NITE - IN  

FINGER -

KNITTING  

PERSIAN  

SHABBAT  

PREP  

CHOLENT 

COOKOFF  

CONTESTANTS  



SHABBAT 360! A first-ever at UAlbany. Obviously, we donôt have pictures of Shabbat, but nearly every table in the Campus Center 
Ballroom pictured above was filled. That nightôs Shalom Aleichem and Am Yisrael Chai were unforgettable. Each table had 
icebreaker games, centerpieces, & a program booklet with songs and explanatory tidbits. Shabbat 360 was a joint effort of Shabbos 
House/Lchaim and UAlbany Hillel with co-sponsorship of the organizations listed on the t-shirt. It was truly a Hakhel unity 
experience! See list of reasons used to promote this event shabboshouse.org/reasons-to-be-at-ualbanyshabbat360-2015/ All true, plus!  

CHABAD ON CAMPUS SHABBATON IN NYC 
This Shabbaton was another event this year in the 
spirit of Hakhel gathering, joining over 900 
students! While we enjoyed workshops and speakers 
and meeting other students, the highlight was the 
energetic spirit with singing and dancing that spilled 
over into our spontaneous Saturday Night 
excursion, singing happily on the NYC Subway, and 
informally meeting up with other campus groups, 
dancing in the heart of Times-Square. On our way 
back we encountered an alumnus and his fiancé! 
Here are two more recent photos of ALUMNI 
ENGAGEMENTS IN BROOKLYN > 


