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Facebook caught on that 
ñShabbos Houseò is not a 
ñpersonò. Facebook is a 
crucial tool for keep-in-

touch with students & alumni, so we ask our friends to: 
 

PLEASE FRIEND US ñRaizy Mendel Rubinò at our 
personal account. Isnôt all of Shabbos House family? 
 

JOIN OUR GROUP ñShabbos House / Lchaimò primarily 
for current students as it will list details of upcoming events. 
 

LIKE OUR PAGE ñShabbos Houseò for news, updates and 
photos, a kind of mini-webpage about Shabbos House. 
 

Thanks so much for liking, joining AND friending us! 

25,000+  
PAGE VIEWS!  
After launching in 
August 2013, the 
Shabbos House website 
reached 25,000 page 
views! Thanks for the 
many virtual visits to 

www.shabboshouse.org. We regularly update ñMendelôs 
Messagesò, ñNews in the Familyò, ñUpcoming Eventsò, and other 
blog posts, as well as new messages and links on the Homepage. 
Itôs a great resource for prospective and current students, alumni 
& parents keeping tabs, even for virtual visitors (from as far away 
as Japan!) with no connection to Shabbos House or UAlbany.     

 YOU CAN STILL BE A PART OF IT! 
 

Itôs the 6th year in the new building. Current students donôt remember the old house. The campaign began in 2001, Construction 
began in 2008 after much zoning struggle, and dedicated in September 2009. Itôs hard to imagine Shabbos House without it! 
 

$150,000 raised in 2015 will BURN THE MORTGAGE AND CLOSE THE BUILDING FUND that built the new Shabbos 
House. There is under $300,000 left to the $1,650,000 cost of the new Shabbos House. The Massry 
family and other donors are eager to match donations and get this remaining debt cleared up in 2015. 
 

Many thanks to all who generously contributed and got us to this point. Thanks to the Rohr, Massry & 
Rosenblum families for their major building dedications, and to ALL parents, alumni, faculty & friends 
who collectively contributed over $1,350,000 (!!) from the start of the building campaign until now. 
 

This is the final push! Please ñdo your shareò to get the new Shabbos House paid for!  As in the original 
Building Fund campaign there are multiple contribution levels. You can contribute online or mail a 
check payable to ñShabbos House ï Chabad Centerò. Please indicate that this is for ñBuilding Fund 
2015ò so it can be applied toward the match. Contributions can also be paid out monthly, or quarterly. 
 

Permanent recognition in the new Shabbos House of building dedications and ñsharesò contributors 
will be made at the completion of this campaign. 
 

We obviously have to keep the Operating Fund going this year as well to pay for Shabbos dinners and 
holidays and everything else we do, but this is an exciting opportunity to eliminate the outstanding building debt, which is a 
significant burden on the annual operating budget.  
 

                    THANK YOU! Rabbi Mendel & Raizy Rubin, and the many students who call Shabbos House home each year! 

Ä $250 ñQuarter-Sharesò 
Ä $500 ñHalf-Sharesò 
Ä $1,000 ñSharesò 
Ä $1,800 ñMezuzah Sharesò 
or building dedications or 
any amount of your choice. 

Start of 320 Demolition  

after Grad Party May 2008  

Groundbreaking Ceremony  Sept 2008  

Ribbon - Cutting Sept 2009  

Shabbos House - Rohr Chabad Jewish Student Center - serving the Jewish Community at UAlbany (SUNY) since 1976.  



TWO 
SHIRTS & 
A TOWEL 
 

Dear friends, 
 

This isnôt a packing list. Two 
shirts and a towel might 
work in a vacation paradise, 
but youôll need a lot more 
for Albanyôs frigid winters.  
 

For Fall 2014 we made them 
for awareness & promotion. 
The towel was our giveaway 
at the SA Block Party, the 
purple ñDaneJew Homeò 
shirt was for the Lchaim 
Board and others. Just before 
Sukkot we realized Pharrellôs 
ñHappyò song has a great 
Sukkot message so we created the ñLike a Room Without a Roofò shirts 
and imprinted it on the Simchas Torah souvenir as well. 
 

Itôs not just shirts and towels. These messages are reflective of the 
mission, values and experiences at Shabbos House Chabad.  
 

This is a twist on UAlbanyôs popular DANEger 
ZONE. Indeed, Shabbos House is more home than 
zone, and while todayôs world can be dangerous 
and challenging, Shabbos House provides comfort, 
support, positive safe space & a sense of belonging. 
 

We may be dry alcohol-wise, but our atmosphere is 
overflowing with love, brimming with enthusiasm, 
saturated with meaning & permeated with warmth. 
We donôt like to flood, pressure or overwhelm, 
instead the goal is to provide an abundance of rich 
experiences and opportunities for each student to 
soak in & internalize at their own absorption rate.  
 

Even with a beautiful new facility, Shabbos House 
has a Sukkah frame of mind all year round: joyful 
uplifting spirits, boundless energy, expanding 
intellectual horizons, breaking down barriers, 
reaching upward. Weôre not confined to specific 
hours, denominations, labels or job-descriptions, 
we think outside of the box, focus on the soul, we 
are open and welcoming to all.  

 

Thanks to all, past and present, who help make Shabbos House this way, 
and to all who support this vision & keep it going strong for the future.  
 

Love and best wishes, Rabbi Mendel and Raizy Rubin and family  

BABY RIVKA was born July 23 / Tammuz 25. (L) At 
2 days old in the hospital. The ñCommitteeò ribbon is 
because we call our kids ñThe Committeeò for all 
their help at Shabbos House. Rivka joined at birth! 
(R) A recent picture at 6 months in January. Now 
that sheôs eating right, she seems to be our easiest 

baby yet! See online ñWhy we named her Rivkaò.  

FAREWELL TO MUSHKY in Brooklyn when our 
oldest daughter Mushky flew to Israel for a year of 
post -HS study in Tzfat. In the background is a 
ñMazal Tov Movingò truck, the very same company 
that moved us to Albany and Shabbos House in late 
summer of 1997, with 4 -month old Mushky.  

BIG BROTHERS, BIG 
SISTERS Students are like 
family! Itôs not just a slogan 
or clich®, itôs especially true 
for the Rubin Kids. (ABOVE) 
Two Lchaim Presidents have 

a blast with 5 -year -old 
Bluma at the NYC alumni 
reunion. (L) The Sherman 
Twins with a gift for Esther -
Miriam for her 3rd birthday 
in the Sukkah. Yes, it was 
mild out that night.  

THIS PINK - THEMED FAMILY PHOTO 
taken a few weeks after Rivka was born,  
while we were packing Mushky for a year 
in Israel. Thanks to Sheryl & Aron for the 
gift & encouragement to take this photo!  



HOMECOMING WEEKEND AND AN ALT - FAMILY WEEKEND, TOO!  UAlbanyôs 2014 Homecoming & Family Weekend fell on 
the 3 -day Sukkot holiday. Between Friday Night and Shabbat Lunch it was a pleasure to welcome more than twenty families of 
students and celebrate together in the Sukkah, complete with hot -cider, the Sukkahleh Song and all the Sukkah atmosphere. 
Not all families could make it up due to the holiday, so there was a student/parent request to schedule an alternate Family 
Weekend as well. For the first - time ever we hosted a second Family Weekend on Nov 14 -15, and nearly a dozen families came 
up and we had another wonderful Shabbat together! See online: www.shabboshouse.org/parents -speak -alt - family -wknd -2014/  

SARAôS BAS- MITZVAH PROJECT & PRESENTATION 
As her Bas -Mitzvah birthday and celebration was on the 
birthday & Yartzeit of the Mittler (2nd) Chabad Rebbe, 
Sara presented 12 canvases with artistic depictions of 
lessons from his life & teachings. Thanks to all who 
made the effort to come despite it being at the end of 

Thanksgiving Weekend and to all who wished us from 
afar. Download her booklet in PDF, as well as a link to a 
Facebook album of 120 Bas -Mitzvah pictures at: 
www.shabboshouse.org/sarabasmitzvah9kislev/  

ALUMNI WITH SARA  

Shoshana Turpie  
came from Seattle!  

FURTHEST ALUMNI TRIP!  

CURRENT STUDENTS WITH SARA  

THE GUYS ALL DRESSED -UP!  

DEC. GRADUATING  
FRIENDS  

ALUMNI REP Allie 
spoke on behalf of 
alumni friends  

REBBEôS LETTER Rabbi 
Galperin read the Rebbeôs 
Bas-Mitzvah letter to Raizy  

SKYPE TO ISRAEL 
Tal helped Mushky 
Skype in  

A LETTER FROM 1979 
Rabbi Rubin shared how its 
message resonates today  

IN - HOUSE MUSIC The students put 
together a marvelous band, playing 
many songs and Chassidic melodies  



AT AN ALUMNI 
ENGAGEMENT  

AN OVERNIGHT VISIT   

ON A DAY OFF FROM 
CAMP IN MASS  

ALUMNI & STUDENT SISTERS  

SURROUNDED  
BY DOCTORS  

STOPPED IN TO SEE NEW 
BUILDING ON WAY FROM VT  

LINDEN NJ & BROOKLYN NY  
FATHERS: REPRESENT!  

CONGRESSMAN LEE ZELDIN (ó01) newly 
elected Long Island Republican gave us a 
shout -out in the NY Jewish Week saying 
that he did Shabbat at UAlbany Chabad.  

MATT & SHELLIEôS WEDDING IN NJ 
ALUMNI FROM NY, NJ AND OHIO  

NYC SUMMER ALUMNI REUNION AT CONG. ADERETH - EL  

FAREWELL TO 
MUSHKY AT  
NYC REUNION  



BRADôS ROOFTOP ENGAGEMENT IN NYC 

AT JOSH & ELANAôS WEDDING IN WESTCHESTER 

SAUL AND ALIZAôS WEDDING IN NJ 

SAT NIGHT WITH VISITING ALUMNI  

AND MANY MORE NOT PICTURED, TOO! 
Although we werenôt able to do Alumni Visits in 2014, we thankfully saw many 
alumni, thanks to all Shabbos visitors, stop-overs, weddings, Simchas and of course 
the NYC Summer Alumni Reunion. Looking back, we canôt believe how many 
alumni we got to see in 2014. See online: www.shabboshouse.org/alumni-2014/ 
 

PLEASE HELP US STAY IN TOUCH! 
Itôs a huge effort to stay on top of changes of address & emails and everyoneôs 
latest news. Thank G-d, the challenge grows each year. Weôre trying our best, via 
FB, phone-calls and emails, and hope to get back to alumni visits during academic 
breaks in 2015. You can help us by reaching out with your updated contact info, 
and keeping us updated. May we only share good news and Simchas! 
 

HUGE THANKS FOR ALUMNI SUPPORT 
Itôs not clich®: we simply canôt do it without you! Annual alumni support is a 
major percentage of the Shabbos House budget. Thanks to all those alumni who 
give generously (each according to their means) so that later student generations 
can benefit from the same services and experiences they had here as students.  
 

MENDELôS MONDAYS & VISITS THIS SPRING 
We donôt have hosts yet as we go to print, but weôd like to do ñMendelôs Mondaysò 
anywhere in the Metro NY area on Feb 16th and March 16th.  It seems likely that 
we may be able to travel for some alumni visits March 16th-19th (UAlbany Spring 
Break). We hope to be able to schedule significant time this summer for alumni 
visits. Letôs be in touch, looking forward!  

A SUMMER SHABBOS WITH ALUMNI  

MIRIAM (MEGHANôS) SHEVA BRACHOS 
She was freshmen year roommates with 
Sheryl the year Bassie was born!  

CROWN HEIGHTS with  
Sara at Miriamôs Wedding 

WENDY & ANDREWôS 
WEDDING  


