
Shabbos House - Rohr Chabad Jewish Student Center - serving the Jewish Community at UAlbany (SUNY) since 1976. 

 
 

Dear friends, 
 
This Rosh Hashanah marks 4 full years in the new Shabbos 
House, we moved in on the eve of Rosh Hashanah 2009,  
and also a sweet 16 years at Shabbos House, we arrived in 
August  1997.    Sixteen  may  not  yet  be  “Chai”  (18),  but  in  
college terms it is four times the four-year cycle. That’s  16  
classes of graduating seniors, countless meals, varied 
events, so many meaningful conversations, lasting 
relationships & unforgettable memories.  
 
Every year is special, but our 16th was unique in that: 

 
ALL the major Jewish 
Holidays fell this year 
during the Academic 
Calendar, including all 
8 days of Passover, both 

Chanukah  &  Purim,  Tu  Bishvat,  Lag  B’Omer  and  even  
Shavuot - the first time this happened in 16+ years!  

 
We  celebrated  Moshe’s  Bar-Mitzvah! 
Wow,  what  a  milestone…  so  many  
have been waiting for him to count as 
#10, and now he helps with the 
Torah-reading  each  week,  too.  We’re  
so proud of him; many of you played 
a role in helping him reach this day. 
It was a beautiful event with family, 
students & alumni (see pics inside).   

 

The Lorence Alumni Torah 
Dedication was a lively and 
memorable event (see inside for 
pictures), with letter-writing and 
Hakafot dedicated to faculty, 
parents, students, family & 
community. We enjoy reading 
from this Torah regularly.  

 
We finally both got smartphones! 
Raizy (iPhone) 518-772-7299, Mendel 
(S3) at 518-526-0770. We still primarily  
use our home phone 518-438-4227  
but  you  can’t  text  that  number  ;)  and  
Mendel now tweets @shabboshouse. 
 

Our eldest daughter Mushky, was 
four months old in Fall 1997, this 
summer  she’s  a  camp  counselor  in  
Edmonton  Alberta  (we’re  grateful  
for  Facetime)!  She’s  pictured  here  
with her sisters in front of artwork 
at the Albany International Airport.  
 

SPECIAL THANKS: 
 

* Alumni friends who contributed multiples of 40 for 
Mendel’s  40th,  totaling  $32K  (!)  to  help  meet  a  matching  
gift and pay down a big chunk of the building loan. It made 
a big difference and was a deeply appreciated effort.  
 

* Having all the holidays was an added expense this year, 
thanks to those parents and alumni who made special 
contributions to make it happen, especially for Passover. 
 

* To those who purchased raffle-tickets, sponsored events, 
responded to the newsletter mailings, and supported 
Shabbos House in so many different ways. Thank you! 
 

* And many thanks to all students for their involvement 
and dedication, to alumni who keep in touch, and all who 
make Shabbos House possible and keep it special! 
 

Best wishes for a Happy, Healthy & Sweet New Year! 
Love, Rabbi Mendel & Raizy Rubin & Family      

BH.  SPRING 2013 / 5773 UPDATE NEWSLETTER 

Our Family Purim Costume this year (part of Purim, Inc. theme) as 
“One  Big  Happy  Family”  &  our  extended  Shabbos  House  family,  too!   



Dear Mendel and Raizy, 
 

I wanted to write to say thank you! You welcomed my 
husband and I into your home and taught us so much about 
Judaism and what living a Jewish life could be like. We found 
who we were during our years spent in Albany. Without you 
and your family we might have turned out differently.  
 

On our way home from the Bar Mitzvah we were talking and 
realized that we both came into college 10 years ago feeling 
like  we  didn’t  want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Judaism.  We  
wanted  to  be  “normal”  “typical”  college  students.  Something  
changed in each of us when we came to Shabbos House. 
Since graduation, every time we come up to Albany and 
spend time with you and old college friends, we leave with a 
renewed sense of self and appreciation of our Judaism.  
 

 
 

While we still struggle with Jewish observance, we know that 
living a Jewish life is really what we want for our family. I 
remember vividly a Torah Tuesday with Mendel that struggle 
is  significant.  I’m  learning  to  live  with  the  struggle,  realizing  it  
comes from Hashem to help me grow as a person & as a Jew.  
 

Thank you for welcoming me and my now husband into your 
home all those years ago. Thank you for teaching us and 
being our friends. Thank you for being there for us during 
the best of times and during the worst of times. Thank you 
for what you continue to do for all the students who do not 
yet know the long-term impact you will truly have on their 
lives.  May we share many more Simchas together and may 
our friendships be life-long... 
 

“MENDEL’S  MONDAYS”  ALUMNI   
STUDY  GROUP  AT  5WPR’S  OFFICES   
IN MIDTOWN MANHATTAN 

ALUMNI REUNION - THIS YEAR AT ADERETH-EL, NYC 
as  it  fell  2  days  before  Tisha  B’Av,  theme  was: 
“TRANSFORMING  DARKNESS  INTO  LIGHT!” 

TWO BENS, RUNNING FOR OFFICE & 
         STUDYING IN ISRAEL 



PURIM IS PICTURESQUE! The creative costumes, theme props & décor & festivities make for great photos.  
Shabbos Dinner or the Passover Seder are certainly picturesque as well, but those are times when it is Halachicly 
forbidden to take pictures - but they are certainly lasting memories - spiritually imprinted on all who participate!  

SHABBOS HOUSE GOES ALL OUT! 
THE  WHOLE  MEGILLAH…   
(Gift of Class of 2005) 

PURIM DAY MINYAN & 
MEGILLAH READING 

AEPI PAINTS A DOOR FOR PURIM, INC. THEME 

IN THE 
SHABBOS HOUSE BASEMENT 

1ST-PLACE DOOR! 

BOO’S  DOOR! 

PURIM NIGHT GROUP PHOTO, MANY IN COSTUME! 

COSTUMED PURIM FUN! 



MOSHE’S BAR-MITZVAH & LORENCE ALUMNI TORAH DEDICATION 

“MAAMAR-MURAL”  
ILLUSTRATING 

MOSHE’S  CHASSIDIC  
BAR-MITZVAH  

DISCOURSE  
FROM  MOSHE’S  BRIS  TO  BAR-MITZVAH..  
A HEARTWARMING ALUMNI MESSAGE 

CLASS  OF  ‘02   
WATCHING 
BABY MOSHE  
GROW UP! 

UALBANY VP & LONGEST-
RETURNING  
ALUMNI AT  
LETTER-WRITING 

READING A 
TORAH 
BLESSING 
UPON 
COMPLETION 
OF LETTERS 
 

A  TORAH  UPLIFT!  FIRST  OF  MANY…   
 



FAMILY ON SAT NIGHT 

PROCESSION from 
UA Alumni House to 
Shabbos House 

RETURNING TORAHS TO THE ARK 

ALBANY COMMUNITY HAKAFAH  

MOSHE’S  FRIENDS  HAKAFAH 

THE ALUMNI HAKAFAH 

PARENTS 
HAKAFAH 

BEST WISHES ON THE  
MAZAL TOV POSTER 

BAR-MITZVAH SPEECHES: www.tinyurl.com/MosheBMspeeches 



“I know Passover must have been a huge expense, here’s something to help defray the cost. Thanks for being there for the students.”  
“I don’t know where I would be without Shabbos House in college. Now that I can, I’m happy to help provide that same experience for 

current students at UAlbany.”  
“Our daughter graduated in 2004 but we 
remain grateful for all you did for her.”  

Michele Adler 
Joseph & Sandra Ainbinder 
Bruce & Darcy Altman 
Elliot & Phyllis Altman 
Jason Altman 
Robert & Cheryl Andler 
Anna & Yechin 
AT&T Match 
Efraim & DL Backman 
Scot & Robin Bedik 
Ira & Gisele Beer 
Lucille Beer 
Michael & Roni Beer 
Anita Behn 
Rabbi Yossi & Mushky Bendet 
Jay & Dr. Naomi Bloomfield 
Aaron Blum 
Andrew & Melissa Bokser 
Richard Brauner 
Dorice Brickman 

Jay & Nancy Brown 
Rich Burg 
Dorothea Capon 
Aron & Sheryl  Cepler 
David & Janice Cepler 
Jonathan & Ann Cheris 
Jim Clevenson 
Chavi Cohen 
Dan Cohen 
Ronald & Ann Cohen 
Lynda Commer 
Josh & Dana Dachman 
Dexter Sales* 
Malvina Eisner 
David & Rivka Eliyahu 
Wendy Fast 
Ben & Rachel Federman** 
Sima Feygel 
Farrah Fidler 
Josh & Faith Fisch** 
Devorah Fox 
Matt Freedman 
Genna Friedman 
Jay & Mindy Friedman 
Rabbi  Shimon & Mushkie Galperin 
Rabbi Shlomo & Shifra Galperin 
Rabbi  Levi & Rivky Gansburg 
Esther Garbow 
Mitchell & Beth Garbow** 
Yehudah & Rachel Gass 
Alan & Barbara Goldstein 
Sol Goldstein & Pam Smiler 
Robert Goldstein 

Teri Goldstein** 
Laurie Gordon 
Michael & Sheri Goren  
Ellen Gottlieb Burg Klatz 
Lewis & Beth Gray 
Ralph Greenberg 
Rabbi Schneor & Estie Greenberg 
Lawrence & Joani Grodin 
Jack & Madalyn Guberman 
Max & Jean Gurvitch 
Ellen Harris 
Moses & Valerie Hasson 
Barry & Bonnie Hecht 
Rabbi Sholom B. Hecht 
Rabbi SB & ND Hendel 
Lawrence & Amy Herschaft 
Michael Isaacson 
Charles & Malka Isler 
Max & Susan Jarolem 
Ethel Kagan 
Avrum Kaish 
Lauren Kalkstein Sbeglia 
Debra Kamerman 
Bruce & June Kamins 
Donald & Elaine Kaner 
Rabbi Levi & Elka Kaplan 
Lisa Kellman 
Steve Kessler 
Jeff Kimmer 
Leslie & Susan Klein 
Rob & Elana Klein 
Tani & Danyel Klein 
Adam & Allie Kofinas 
Menachem & Batsheva Kohn 
Rabbi Heshy & Etti Kornblit 
Robert & Ilana Kovach 
Scott & Robyn Krieger 
Adam & Stephanie Kris* 
Howard & Sandy Kris 
Rabbi Avraham & Nechama Laber 
Stephen & Karen Langsam  
Rabbi Chaim & Chanie Lazaroff 
Ira & Abigael Leibowitz 
Jay Leicher 
Lillian Ruth Leiman 
Rabbi Choni & Gitty Lesches 
Justin Lesnoy 
Russ & Abbe Levine 
Jason Levy 
Arie Lipnick 
Moshe Losice** 
Dr. Seth & Sarah Magot 
Michael Magzamen 

Danny Mandel 
Dr. Emory Manten 
Avinoam  Maor 
Robert & Eileen Mark 
Marc & Beth Marrus 
Saul Maslansky 
Aaron & Lori Maslow* 
Morris & Esther Massry* 
Norman & Micki Massry** 
Ben & Ruth Mendel 
Craig & Ayelet Messer 
Grigory Mikhaylov 
Wendy Miller 
Motti & Lori Mishali* 
Morgan Stanley Match 
Paul & Jan Mormack 
Dr. David & Meira Adina Muhlbauer 
Dr. Eli & Raizel Neiman 
Dina Nelson 
Joseph & Karen Nelson 
Dr. Laura Novello 
Vicky O'Brien 
Steve Orfali 
Irving & Myrna Paris 
Avremel & Devory Piekarski 
Rishe Piekarski 
Rabbi Efraim & Chanie Piekarski 
Prince Real Estate 
Shari Prince 
Daniel Rabbani 
Saiid & Rosa Rastegar 
Cheryl Ratner 
Gary & Arlene Ratzker 
Jay & Lauren Rehr 
Michael & Leslie Reiter 
Harriet J. Roffe 
Marc & Rochelle Rosenberg 
Avremy & Shterny Rosenfeld 
Neil & Amy Rosenstrauch 
Mushky Rubin 
Rabbi Yisroel & Rochel Rubin 
Simmy Rubin 
Rabbi Yossi & Leyee Rubin 
Neil & Shira Salant 
Diane Savit 
David & Karen Scharf 
Jay Scheiber 
Dr. Michael & Barbara Scher 
Brad Scherer 
Andrew Schlussel 
Lois Schwedelson 
Sara Schwedelson 
Richard Seiden 
Donald & Karen Signor 
Ronnie & Lauren Simhon 
Thelma Simmons 
Mayer & Malky Sinesky 
Stuart & Ruth Smith 

Charles & Ethel Sobel 
Naomi Sobel 
Jeff Sohn 
Michael & Sylvia Solomon 
Sam & Barbara Sonenberg 
Andrew & Ruth Spitz 
Sid & Debby Stark 
Alex & Shoshana Stein 
Michael Steklof 
Dan Stevenson 
Alan & Susan Stofenberg 
Donald & Rochelle Stracher 
Jean Strong 
Mike Strum 
Judith Summers 
Drs.  Alex & Orit Taksir 
Jack & Hedy Tawil 
Joyce Teitelman 
Jeff & Rebecca Tepper 
Ronn Torossian 5WPR 
Sarah Trompeter 
L'Chaim Unite - UAlbany 
Foundation** 
Nina Warfield 
Shari Watman 
Gary & Debra Weil 
Robert Wein OBM 
Elliot & Diane Weiss 
Josh & Rebecca Wildman 
Marc & Dawn Wolensky 
Michael & Vicky Wolkofsky 
Leo Yankulin 
Ben Zaientz 
Irv & Pat Zeitlin 
Jessica Zeitlin 
Shaun & Michelle Zeitlin** 
 
We apologize for any inadvertent 
omissions.    L’chaim  UAlbany  Unite  
Contributors, Anonymous 
Sponsors, Catering, and Cookbook 
purchases not included.  
 
Funds for some programs & events 
are from partnering groups such as 
Capital  Chabad,  L’chaim  (SA)  &  
UAlbany Hillel and others, but most 
of  Shabbos  House’s  support  comes  
from contributions by parents, 
alumni and friends.  We receive no 
direct funding from the University 
at Albany or National Chabad.  
 
Your support makes it possible! 
 

THANK YOU! 

Contributions  listed  below  are  from  January  ’13  thru  July  ‘13. 
Thanks to their generosity Shabbos House is possible.  
* indicates Shabbat, Holiday and Event Sponsors 
** indicates Major Semester Sponsors  

Shabbos House Rohr Chabad Jewish Student Center 
serving UAlbany, independently funded and operated 
since 1976, is a 501(c)3 non-profit project of Capital 
Chabad Centers (Fed ID: 23-743-8519), and affiliated 
with National Chabad on Campus Foundation.   

Anna & Yechin 
AT&T Match 
Seth & Andrea Bell 
Zakhar Berkovich 
Steven Berkowitz 
Edward & Randy Berns 
Aron & Sheryl Cepler  
Seth & Michele Chaiken 
Shamir Cohen 
Larry & Shaina Copeland  
Chuck Eson 
Matt Freedman 
Joey Fruchter 
Goldman Sachs Match 
Rabbi Yossy Gordon 

Schneor & Esty Greenberg 
Marshall Haber 
Ben & Michelle Hering 
Steve & Rachel  Isler 
Zohar & Laura Kastner 
Rob & Elana Klein 
Nadine Kochavi 
Chesky  Larsh 
Brad Legum 
Ed Levin 
Ariel & Ita Lipper 
Dan & Atara Marzouk 
Norman & Micki Massry 
Robin Moss 
Jason & Roni Nadell 

Rishe Piekarski 
Shmuel & Leah Pollen 
Alan & Jodi Rosen 
Seth & Amarit Rosenblum 
Rubin Family 
Mushky Rubin 
David & Nancy Shahverdi 
Daniel Small 
Sam & Barbara Sonenberg 
Chaim & Stephanie Spilman 
Dan Stevenson 
Brien & Ann Sullivan 
Mirvari & Raisa 
Tsvaygenbaum  
Alex Vugman 



BUILDING FUND


 ($500) Half-Share 
 ($1,000) Share 
 ($1,800) Chai-Share  
 Other $ ____________ 
 

 Please contact us for dedication 
opportunities and info about the new 
bigger & better Shabbos House.  

COOKBOOK   
Please send me ____ copies of  
“A Taste of Shabbos House”  
@ $22.50 incl. S&H.  

CONTRIBUTION PAYMENT OPTIONS 
Checks payable to “Shabbos House - Chabad Center” are tax-deductible.  

Shabbos House also accepts VISA, MC, AMEX & DISCOVER: 
 

Name:__________________________Address:__________________________ 

City: _____________ST___ ZIP_______Phone:_________________________  

Signature:_______________________Card #:___________________________ 

Billing Address (if different than above): ___________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ___ / ___ 

 CHAI CLUB monthly credit-card payments: 
 

$ _____ from ___/___ to ____/____  Operating    Building    50/50   

SHABBOS HOUSE 
Rohr Chabad Jewish Student Center 
320 Fuller Rd Albany NY 12203 

(518) 438-4227 
mail@shabboshouse.com 
www.shabboshouse.com 

FB/Twitter: Shabbos House 

FALL 2013 
OPERATING FUND 
Yes! I/We would like to sponsor 
an event below in honor/memory of:  
 

____________________________ 
Sponsors recognized on weekly “Table-Cards”  
 

In addition to regular programming, 
this Fall we’re looking forward to the 
High Holidays & the series of 3-day 
Yom-Tovs, a special social-action 
awareness event and much more!  
 

While event sponsorships listed below 
do not fully cover all event costs, they 
make it possible along with other 
Operating Fund contributors. 
 

(9) Friday Night Shabbat Dinners 
$500 Sponsor $360 Co-Sponsor 
 

(15) Shabbat Lunches  
$250 Sponsor $180 Co-Sponsor 
 

(11) Torah-Tuesdays w/ Dinner  
$150 Sponsor $75 Co-Sponsor 
 

(3) Minyan Bagel Brunch   
$125 Sponsor $75 Co-Sponsor 
 

(6) Awareness Tabling 
$100 Sponsor $50 Co-Sponsor 
 

Social Action/Awareness Programs 
 $250 Sponsor   $100 Co-Sponsor  

(2) Jamming/Café Nights 
$136 Sponsor $54 Co-Sponsor 
 

(1) Midnight Breakfast 
$150 Sponsor $75 Co-Sponsor 
 

(2) Challah/Soup-with-Love 
$72 Sponsor $36 Co-Sponsor 
 

(4) Rosh Hashanah Meals  
$360 Sponsor $180 Co-Sponsor 
 

Sukkot Holiday Dedication 
$1,000 co-sponsorship 
 

(1) Sukkah Building BBQ 
$136 Sponsor $54 Co-Sponsor 
 

(3) Sukkah Holiday Dinners 
$500 Sponsor $250 Co-Sponsor 
 

(4) Sukkah Holiday Lunches 
$360 Sponsor $250 Co-Sponsor 
 

(1) Simchat Torah Dedication 
$1,000 Sponsor  $500 Co-Sponsor 
 

(3+) Chanukah Events  
$750 Sponsor $360 Co-Sponsor 
 

$54 (A Cholent, a Salad etc) 
$36 (Kiddush Grape-Juice, Oneg-
Refreshments, Seders for a Student etc)  
$18 (A Student for a Full Shabbos)  


 Amount of Your Choice!______ 
Every bit counts!  Due to minimal overhead 
& salary expenses, Shabbos House maximizes 
your contribution to best reach the students.  


CHAI-CLUB 
Please consider 
joining  the  “Chai  
Club”  of  monthly  
contributors: $10, 
$18, $36, $54 etc. 

Your ongoing contribution can be 
designated to Operating, Building or 
50/50 and it can be canceled, modified 
or upgraded at any time. In this time of 
economic hardship it can be difficult for 
many people to make large sponsorship 
contributions, but a gift of $18 monthly 
isn’t  as  hard  on  the  pocket,  yet  it  goes  a  
long way in supporting ongoing Shabbos 
House events and programming. 

SPRING ’13 BY THE NUMBERS   
1950 Shabbat Meals Served  
420 Lbs of Potatoes 
210 Passover Seder Meals 
160 Alumni In-Person Visits  
25 Painted Doors for Purim, Inc.  
16 Special Graduation Awards 
10 Summer-break Cozy-Shabbats 
4 Years in the New Building 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES MITZVAH AWARENESS 

SPIRITUAL SPACE HANDS-ON INVOLVEMENT 

CELEBRATING MILESTONES 

TEAMWORK FRIENDSHIP 

E PLURIBUS UNUM 

STUDY & DISCUSSION 

ALUMNI DEDICATION SHARING WARMTH 

Special Thanks to 
“The	  Print	  House”	  
tphny.com for 
sponsoring the 
printing of  
this newsletter.  

… ARE ALL INGREDIENTS IN “WHAT’S COOKING” AT SHABBOS HOUSE! 


